Part III of this article will explore responsibility in Plato's Republic, and how believing in ghosts, particularly Homeric ghosts, blocks our access to the good beyond being. I shall begin, in Part I, by discussing analogous passages in the Hebrew Bible and then, in Part II, in Confucius, before returning to Plato. Lest the global scope of this study appear somewhat excessive and irresponsible, please allow me to try to comfort the reader with the notion that the three principle texts for this study on ghosts and responsibility-Leviticus, the Analects of Confucius, and Plato's Republic-can be dated within less than a hundred years of each other.
Part I "Th ou shalt not consult ghosts and spirits": Th e Hebrew Bible
In the space of two chapters of Leviticus-all contained within the single parashah (i.e. portion of the Torah) entitled Qedoshim-God speaks to Moses and tells him to convey to the Israelites the following command, which they must follow if they are to make themselves holy. If you follow these commands, God says, "you shall be holy Th e Israelites are urged not to turn to ʾovot, singular, ʾov, i.e. a "prophesying spirit of the dead" 2 and to yiddeʿonim, singular yiddeʿoni, i.e. a
